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REMARKS 

Claims 75, 96, 97, 100, and 106-112 are pending in this application. Claims 106, 
107, 111, and 112 are withdrawn. Claims 75, 97, and 108 are amended. No new 
matter is added. Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration of the application in 
view of the above amendments and the following remarks. 

35 U.S.C. §1 02(b) Rejection - Marks 

Claims 75-77, 96, 100-105 and 108-110 are rejected as being anticipated by 
Marks (U.S! Patent No. 5,108,420). Applicant respectfully traverses this rejection. 

Claim 75 recites, inter alia, "the fastening assembly having a substantially linear 
storage position and a normally coiled position, wherein the fastening assembly is a coil 
spring in the substantially linear storage position and in the normally coiled position." 
Support for the amendments may be found in at least paragraphs 153 and 154 and at 
least Figures 29-36. 

Marks is related to devices and methods used to occlude (i.e. block blood flow 
through) an aperture within a body surface. Specifically, Marks relates to devices and 
methods to occlude cardiovascular septal defects. Marks does not teach or disclose a 
flexible fastening assembly having a first portion and a second portion operable to 
secure a surgical component to a vessel via a compressive force, the fastening 
assembly having a substantially linear storage position and a normally coiled position, 
wherein the fastening assembly is a coil spring in the substantially linear storage 
position and in the normally coiled position, and wherein in the normally coiled position 
the first portion is disposed on one side of the surgical component and the second 



DC01/COUU/3 12744.1 



6 



Application No. 10/687,622 
Attorney Docket No. 23660.00610 
Page 7 of 9 

portion is disposed opposite to the surgical component on one side of the vessel. The 
device of Marks is not a coil spring in its elongated or storage position. 

Claim 108 recites, inter alia, "the flexible fastening assembly having two end 
portions, wherein the two end portions are disposed on the same end of the first portion 
or the second portion of the flexible fastening assembly." Support for the amendments 
may be found in at least paragraphs 153 and 154 and at least Figures 29-36. 

Marks does not teach or disclose a flexible fastening assembly having at least 
one coil portion, the coil portion including a first portion and a second portion operable 
to be drawn substantially together by applying a compressive force to secure a surgical 
component to a vessel, the flexible fastening assembly having two end portions, 
wherein the two end portions are disposed on the same end of the first portion or the 
second portion of the flexible fastening assembly, and wherein the first portion is 
disposed on one side of the surgical component and the second portion is disposed 
opposite to the surgical component on one side of the vessel. The occlusive device of 
Marks does not have two ends disposed on the same end of a first portion or a second 
portion. 

Claims 96, 97, 100, 109 and 110 depend from either Claims 75 or 108, and 
therefore should be allowable based on the allowance of Claims 75 and 108. Applicant 
submits for the reasons stated above that nothing in Marks discloses, teaches, or 
suggests the subject matter of the claimed invention. Applicants respectfully request 
reconsideration and withdraw of the rejection. 
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35 U.S.C. 51 02(e) Rejection - Fleischman et al. 

Claims 75 and 97-99 are rejected as being anticipated by Fleischman et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,1 32,438). Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection. 

Claim 75 recites, inter alia, "the fastening assembly having a substantially linear 
storage position and a normally coiled position, wherein the fastening assembly is a coil 
spring in the substantially linear storage position and in the normally coiled position." 
Support for the amendments may be found in at least paragraphs 153 and 154 and at 
least Figures 29-36. 

Fleischman et al. does not teach or disclose a flexible fastening assembly 
having a first portion and a second portion operable to secure a surgical component to a 
vessel via a compressive force, the fastening assembly having a substantially linear 
storage position and a normally coiled position, wherein the fastening assembly is a coil 
spring in the substantially linear storage position and in the normally coiled position, and 
wherein in the normally coiled position the first portion is disposed on one side of the 
surgical component and the second portion is disposed opposite to the surgical 
component on one side of the vessel. The device of Fleischman et al. is not a coil 
spring in its elongated or storage position. 

Claim 97 depends from Claim 75 and therefore should be allowable based on the 
allowance of Claim 75. Applicant submits for the reasons stated above that nothing in 
Fleischman et al. discloses, teaches, or suggests the subject matter of the claimed 
invention. Applicants respectfully request reconsideration and withdraw of the rejection. 
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Conclusion 

In view of the foregoing amendments and remarks, Applicant respectfully submits 
that the claims of the present invention define subject matter patentable over the 
references cited by the Office and that the application is in condition for allowance. 
Should the Office believe that anything further is desirable to place the application in 
better condition for allowance, the Office is invited to contact Applicant's undersigned 
attorney at the below listed telephone number. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency or credit any 
overpayment to deposit account number 03-2469. Moreover, if the deposit account 
contains insufficient funds, the Commissioner is hereby invited to contact Applicant's 
undersigned representative to arrange payment. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Date: October 15, 2007 




3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 400 
Washington, D.C. 20007 
(202) 342-8400 
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